
 

 

My Dear Republic 
a Film by Elisabeth Scharang 
 
 
SYNOPSIS 
As a child, Friedrich Zawrel was a victim of the evil Nazi system; as part of their racial 
cleansing programme he was imprisoned, tortured and almost murdered. He survived all 
that. But when the Nazi dictatorship was over, and Friedrich Zawrel sought his fortune in the 
new Second Republic which had been created in Austria, he found himself confronted once 
again by the evil spirits of his past - in the shape of the former Nazi doctor Heinrich Gross. 
 
In 1975 the two men face each other in a prison cell: Gross is a successful forensic 
psychiatric expert, while Friedrich Zawrel has been charged with theft. Gross conspires to 
keep this witness to his own Nazi past behind bars.  
 
Years later, when the young journalist Florian Klenk begins to investigate the incredible story 
of Friedrich Zawrel, he comes up against a network of silence, guilt and shame. 
 
The film describes the life of an extraordinary, brave old man, whose battle for justice forced 
his tormentor, Gross, to face his own past - and sent shock waves through the entire 
Austrian judicial system. 
 
 
 
ELISABETH SCHARANG | film-maker 
Law and justice are in diametrically opposed to each other at times. The film is intended to 
promote transparency as regards this scandalous and incompetent episode in judicial 
history. And to show that it is worthwhile speaking out against injustice.  
 
FLORIAN KLENK | Journalist 
Were corrupt politicians behind this, attempting to protect one of their own? Or was it 
incompetence and above all lack of interest in victims of the Nazi period on the part of the 
responsible judicial officials? 
 
FRIEDRICH ZAWREL 
My cell door in Stein Prison was opened one night and a big man appeared in the doorway. 
»Do you know me?« he asked. He was the adviser to the Minister of Justice on matters 
associated with crime and psychiatry.  

 
»Tell me, what's your problem with Heinrich Gross?« he asked. »You can't help me« I 
replied. »I need a judge or a public prosecutor, not another psychiatrist.« Then he got really 
angry and threatened me: »Psychiatric homes are not as comfortable as prisons. Just be 
careful!«   

 
I just couldn't sleep then. I kept on thinking that if they put me in a psychiatric home, so I 
would stop putting pressure on Gross, in a few weeks I wouldn't know my own name. 
 



 

 

THE KILLING MACHINE AND ITS LEGACY 
 
The euthanasia clinic Am Spiegelgrund in Vienna was the second largest human death clinic 
in Nazi Germany. Over 800 physically and mentally disabled children, as well as those 
regarded as a social or suffering from severe learning disabilities, were murdered there by 
the Nazis between 1940 and 1945.  

 
Friedrich Zawrel survived for 14 months in the euthanasia clinic Am Spiegelgrund. 

 
Today some sparsely furnished rooms in the area of the hospital house a small exhibition in 
memory of the children from Am Spiegelgrund. Up to the date this film was completed the 
city of Vienna has not shown any inclination to invest more than this in a memorial.  

 
Partly for this reason Friedrich Zawrel turned down an Order of Merit from the city of Vienna. 
However, he never tires of telling his story to school classes, students and people who are 
interested, both at home and abroad, and now, in his old age, this has provided him with 
some form of compensation; because people listen to him and believe him.   
 
 
 
REVIEWS 
 
My Dear Republic is a wonderful film which speaks out 
against the dementia that grips the country. And a 
wonderful film about Friedrich Zawrel, a cheeky chap, 
who has directed his energies into criticising that 
dementia. Saving his life in the process.  

 
Vienna city newspaper Falter 
 
 
Sometimes a documentary film really hits the spot: the 

right place at the right time – and a person whose life 
story could easily fill two detective novels.This film is one 
of these happy events. 

 
www.allesfilm.com 
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Buch und Regie ELISABETH SCHARANG 
Darsteller FRIEDRICH ZAWREL & FLORIAN KLENK 
Kamera ELISABETH SCHARANG/ WILLAM FRANCK 
Ton WILLIAM FRANCK/ NORBERT BECWAR 
Schnitt ALARICH LENZ 
Tonschnitt TORSTEN HEINEMANN/ NIKOLAUS YVONN 
Tonmischung BERNHARD MAISCH 
Filmgeschäftsführung CHRISTA PREISINGER 
Herstellungsleitung PETER THOMSEN 
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Produzent VEIT HEIDUSCHKA 
 
Länge 80 MIN. //  2313 m * 4 acts | DOLBY DIGITAL 
Deutsch und Deusch mit englischen Untertiteln 
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Filmography Elisabeth Scharang 
 
Born 1969 in Bruck an der Mur, Styria 
Has worked since 1997 as an independent filmmaker in Vienna. Since 1987, journalist and 
presenter for ORF radio and director of TV reportages and documentaries. 

 
1992 Staatspreis für journalistische Leistungen (Austrian State Prize for Journalistic 

Achievement) "in the interests of youth" 
 

1999 Österreichischer Volksbildungspreis (Austrian Lifelong Learning Prize) for the TV 
documentaries Schweigen und Erinnern and Eltern vor Gericht 
            

2002 Österreichischer Radiopreis der Erwachsenenbildung (Austrian Adult Education 
Radio Prize) for the weekly programme "FM4 Jugendzimmer" (FM4), which she 
presents and edits. 

 
 
 
FILMS (Selection) 
 
Die Tage der Kommune - 
About the idea and failure of the "Mühl Commune" 
(Documentary film, 1997, 55 min/video; for ORF Brennpunkt/3sat)  
Produced by Lotus-Film 
The film was shown in 1998 in a special edition of Diagonale. 
 
Kinder klagen an - Eltern vor Gericht 
(Documentary, 1998; 45 min/video; on ORF Brennpunkt/3sat) 
Produced by Wega-Film 

Fernsehpreis der Österreichischen Volksbildung 1998 (Austrian Lifelong Learning 
Prize for TV 1998) 

 
Schweigen und Erinnern - 
(Documentary, 1998; 50 min/video; on ORF Brennpunkt/3sat) 
About the events of the November pogrom in Austria in 1938 
Produced by Wega-Film 

Fernsehpreis der Österreichischen Volksbildung 1998 (Austrian Lifelong Learning 
Prize for TV 1998) 

 
Achtung, Kamera! – 
Im Netzwerk der totalen Überwachung 
(Documentary, 2000; 45 min/video, ORF Brennpunkt/Pro7/3sat) 
Produced by Wega-Film 



 

 

 
Normale Zeiten 
(Documentary film, 2001, 85 min, 35mm) 
About six workers who, in 1970, related their life's dreams and goals in a radio play, and 30 
years later review their personal history through a period in which socialist Bruno Kreisky had 
a decisive influence on Austrian politics. 
Produced by Lotus-Film 
Festivals: Diagonale, Karlovy Vary and others 

Global Faces –  
„The world belongs to beautiful people“ 
(2002; 45 min/video, ORF documentary) 
Produced by Wega-Film 
 
Mein Mörder (My Murderer)  
(Feature film, 2005, 88 min, 16mm/Digi Beta) 
Produced by Wega-Film 
Director: E. Scharang, Screenplay: E. and M. Scharang, Camera: C. Berger 
Cast: Christoph Bach, Gerti Drassl, Karl Markovics, Krista Stadler, Maria   
Hofstätter, Cornelius Obonya and others 

Tintenfischalarm 
Documentary film, long-term observation 
(Completion summer 2005, 100 min, 16mm/DV) 
About the friendship between two women, one of whom is a man, and the other a filmmaker. 
Produced by Wega-Film  

Meine liebe Republik 
Documentary film 
(Completion autumn 2005, 80 min, Digi Beta) 
A young journalist seeks the reasons for the cover-up in the case of Nazi doctor Heinrich 
Gross, who made a career in post-War Austria as a prominent court psychiatrist. In the 
process, he comes across the unbelievable story of one of Gross' victims: Friedrich Zawrel 
just managed to escape euthanasia as a child, and in 1975, thirty years later, has a renewed 
encounter in court with his torturer, Heinrich Gross. 
A film about the lack of will to find the truth, and the true story behind the feature film "My 
Murderer". 
Produced by Wega-Film 
 


